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Vinoba Bhave and
Sarvodya Movement

Monika Chopra*

Introduction

E-_::.‘:-i:'f: is a term meaning Universal Uplift
~~Progressof All. The term was first coined by Mohandas
Jandhi as the title of his 1908 https://meet.google.
—~m jes-kive- jrp of John Ruskin's tract on political
~~-nomv.Unto This Last, and Gandhi came to use the
-erm for the ideal of his own political philosophy.Later

>ndhizn like the Indian nonviolence activist Vinoba
Bhave embraced the term as a name for the social
movement in post-independence India which strove to
ensure that self-  determination and equality reached

e L -

all strata of India society. A Sarvodaya Economic
ference was held in December, 1949 which aimed
al establishing a Sarvodaya society.

‘f&sszs{am Professor in Political Science, Guru Nanak Girls College:
Yamuna Nagar.
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Vinoba Bhave and Sarvodya Movement 283

The Sarvodaya movement may be viewed as an
extension of the efforts of Mahatma Gandhi in the
realisation of non-violent socialism. The Doyen of
sarvodaya movement, namely, Acharya Vinoba Bha ve,
carried forward the movement for itg application in

India.

Sarvodaya means the establishment of new social
order on the basis of love and non-violence. It is a
powerful intellectual movement to attain social, moral
and economic independence as envisaged by Gandhiji.
[t aims towards the creation of a social order from
every form of authority.

Sarvodaya implies the welfare of all citizens and
the welfare of the society as a whole. Sarvodaya accepts
the character of the human spirit as highly sacrosanct.
It believes that the values of equality, freedom and
fraternity have great relevance for the development
of the society in paving way for an integrated social
order,

Sarvodaya aims to replace the politics of power by
the politics of co- operation.

It makes an effort for the moral uplift of the rich
and the material uplift of the poor. It represents an
1d?al-social order standing for the welfare of all the
“lizens with g embracing love as its basis. It treats
Wl human beings despite variations, alike. It p_l"OjECtS
zpsimthegis of Gandhian and socialist philosophies and

tualism as well as materialism.
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Acharva Vinoba Bhave the walking caint of India
preached the will-to- good to all. through the exposition
of hie humanitarian ideals of Sarvodaya philoeophy

Bhave's ideal hase

been perpetual peace He advocated the aelf
cultivation of certain human values which give man the
desired courage and confidence to meet the challenges
of society

Main Ideals of Sarvodaya

1. Spiritualism: Sarvodava firmly believes that
social  reconstruction cannot be undertaken
under materialist philosophy. It requires a kind
of renunciation with materialism so as to render
service to  mankind. Sarvodaya attempts to
bring about a transformation, in the attitudes of
the individuals whether capitalists or feudals. [t
tries 1o 1include the 1dea that the spiritual domain
1 supreme than that of materalistic world. It,
therefore, emphasises a kind of emancipation from
narrow, parochial dimensions of earthly matters to
that of the higher and nobler idea of spiritualism.

2. Peace as a Weapon: There 1s no place for
violence 1in the philosophy of sarvodaya. Sarvodaya
reiterates that "that government is good which
governs the least' It stresses on real Jana Shakt
as a counter to Danda Shaku. It affirms its beliefs
in the nobility and purity of means as a measure
for solution of human problems. 1t adheres to the
principle of regeneration of human heart as well as
transformation among human beings. It believes
in self- reliance and self-discipline. The freedom is
the desired objective. Sarvodaya negates the use
of power by the State even for the promotion of
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social welfare. :

3. Moral and Ethical
and politics being
for capturing ang I
Consequently the Service motto

1s totally given up for the cause
power. Moral and ethical -

to the corrupting influen
Sarvodaya, tberefore, makes an attempt to recti fy
such anomalies and help in ushering the moral and

spiritual values in socio-political and economic life
in India.

Values: The

¥ - =

: ative is being uged
erpetuating political power,

and objective
of wealth and
values are subording ted
ce of wealth and power.

4. Democracy Nation: Modern States are
characterized by party politics. Powerful parties
are dominating the electorate reducing the ideals
of democracy such as sovereignty of the electorate
and consent of the people to mere myths. Political
parties create conflicts, factions an_d groups in the
society through their dive.rgent 1deqlog1es. Thef
political parties are destroying the social haI'.II}llonjvt
and unity. Sarvodaya advocates democracy wit iﬁe
the political parties which are deleteru;i}f ;g .
harmony of society. As pgr szirzggraa Isn;c% ar?isir;
the party politics an ele

are replaced by the application of community

consensus. el

In such a system, there 18 NO p 1?1(::; :?11(;1 nmlirllorit}'
system or minority parties. Th.e_nﬁl ]Oan attempt has to
are replaced by unanimity. Initially '
be made to nominate th
consensus from all the
members of panchayats.
rehabilitation of the commy
the District, State and nationa

] parnfhayat .
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are chosen with community consensus and not on the
basis of political parties but by a united front made up
of all good and honest people in the country, carrying
on community programmers which are com monly
agreed. Abolition of parties is not a solution Sarvodaya
corrects the democracy based on political parties.

5. Society Without State: Sarvodaya philosophy
believes in the establishment of a stateless and
classless society. It demands the end of the State
which has the power of coercion and punishment
and the consequent emergence of stateless society.
It views the State as an obstructive element in the
growth of human society and personality. It does
not consider the State as an instrument of SOC10-
economic change.

6. Village Council (Gram Rajyam): emphasises
the self-sufficient village community system. Under
this scheme, every village becomes self- reliant and
exhibits a State in miniature. Sarvodaya aims at
elevating people. Every village will have a village
council which is composed of a member from every
family. This council elects unanimously an executive
community which is responsible for conducting all
affairs of the village. The council has the lands of
the village in the form of a trust and makes periodic
allotments to the farmers. In such a system there 1s
no case of ownership of land providing the idea of
mine and thine. There is an element of absolute co-
Operation and collaboration. It is an ownership by
the village coupled by individual cultivation. The
sarvodaya philosophy accepts the cardinal principle
of universalisation of self- government. Under such
a system the citizens tend to be vigilant, active and
Participative in co-operative action. Samagra-seva,
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INE of man in

me: In the

Mong peopla I he
the land problem through

travelled through the (r
his brief stay at Pach
mvestigate the req] cause nt, and
their incessant needs. The Harijang told h]m. that
they badly required land, one acre each. Vinoba
app‘ealed to the landlords, then Immediate]y r,x;ir-_‘
landlord stood up and offered 100 acreg ofland to t :

or. This marked the birth of bhoodan movemen j
B his 51 days of Telangana tour‘, he coulc
Dunrr;gIQ 201 acres of land by way of glt"tj,s for {:kﬁe
e ' ciistribution of land among Harijans -f he
CCriusenfent gradually spread to other parts of the
move

country.

Conclusion

' racticable. Though the
e 132?715;8 iﬁl 1;—)0;3 i)loble. Nobody ca;ilﬂfugci
R Qf g in the actual worldl. They ibiog
e .thel"ﬁ, will be almost impossible tp es e
found' Wantm'gi:l ’ on the basis of great pr1rr;1;1;l i
Porsiri. Séncdgi and others. Sarvodaya docest o
g:iliitgm aid ?i? 1s doubtful whether they can r

earth.

' in India bears

The poor record of Panchay%t'Ra]ilin WIhich people

testimony to the backward ggndltlon 1d, one country

are. In the highly competitive v‘-ro%njless all states

cannot succeed in having Gramr 4} The chances of
In the world accept the Sarvodaya idea.

‘\""?1’ l":|] ‘liu'r
"1r :llh-lruﬂ Loy me

10lan means. Bhav,
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having it is a particular country like India are bleak
As well as, it is difficult to hmng a change of the heart 17
the youth, who 18 given to selfishnesg, People donate?
useless land in response to U’:f! Bho(xlan. So, need O
the present era for youth is "Think Globally and Act

Locally'.
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